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Well its finally here, racing
season! Those endless
hours of riding the trainer in
the basement, fighting the
blistering cold, and riding
the frozen trails will finally
pay of f. Thi
looking back at some high-
lights of last year to help ge
us amped up for the races

<
<

to come. With the Spring
Flings, Dam Races, offoad
duathlon, and Midwest Fat
Tires Series all kicking off
this month there should be
something for everyone.
Dondt worry
winter or are just waiting for
races later in the season,
keep working hard and your
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SKCROSS: A BREAKOUTYEAR

IN REVIEW

The Cyclocross National
Championships in Kansas
City gave us four days of
consecutive racing with dif-
ferent course conditions

every dayo a beautiful

represented in 10 different

Elite Women (with an awe-

Michael Gaherty flies the flames
608 6Cross

some performance by Jen
%, Rhoades). The Thursday
racers were tested with a
course that became more

vival and the single rurup

" section at the top of the hill

was now a double. Friday
racers had a slightly less

: mushy and faster course.

| Saturday brought more cool

at. dry, and windy conditions.

National s

thing! The SKC Flames wer

categories, including the UC|

" slippery with every lap. Bikd
handling was the key to sur-

The climbing section was
spongy and seemed to
rob racers of precious
momentum. Combined
with a steady wind coming
from the north, it was
more brutal than ever.
The payoff for all of this
suffering was in the ex-
tremely fast downbhill sec-

time will come. | look for-
ward to seeing all of you ou
on the road and the trails.

- Rob Schultz, Presiden
SKC Racing Tea
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tion. The perfectly tacky
surface translated to fast
corneringd risks were
rewarded. Sunday pre-
sented the elite racers
with a brutally cold and
windy day of racing.
There were plenty of
SKCrossers on hand to

(Continued on page?)
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SKCOR 2009: THE DIRT AHEAD

Big welcome to our new
knuckle draggers and dirt
divas Ashley Masoni, Cliff
Straub, and Justin

Greist. Great to have you
aboard, and
to a dirty dozen (nice ring
to it) dedicated to dirt,
including juniors. So
what ds umWwef ofr
have already been build-
ing trail at SMP and
Swope Park, throwing
down team rides and kick-
ing it with other teams to
buil d difr
town.

our

w balile obtherOnavks.Some

The race season kicks off
the weekend of March 7th
with a Clinton Lake dirt
duathlon and the first Mid
West Fat Tire XC race at

of us will put in serious
windshield time this year
hitting XC races all over
M®O. Bante of us will pick
and choose our races
among the few local
events, and some of us
will diversify our portfolios
with a mixed bag of
tricke. Thasdsa transitioru
year for local MTB racing,
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and we plan to make the
most of it expanding our
urban trail systems for the
future while continuing to
build on the momentum
established from last

yeards first
paign.| 6 m r eal |
about this team and what
lies ahead .

- Brian Prosser
Off-Road Race Direct0||
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FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH (@NT.)

(Continued from pagel)

cheer on Jen Rhoades. A
the end of the week,
SKCrossers brought home
two toptens in the junior
categories, thanks to the
Reynolds sisters.
SKCrossers were also ver
close to cracking the top
ten in the e
with a great ride by An-
drew Coe, and the

Wo me n 6 39 vBti3 Xen
Rhoades.

With the 2008-2009
cyclocross season in the
books, i tds
on some of our accom-
plishments. Here are
some of the numbers: 33
races in 6 states, 24 wins,
4 state titles, 2 overall
series victories, and far
too many podiums and tog

tens (for me) to count.

More impressive than the
results was the camara-
derie that grew with every,
event. The SKCross
f:hr%eering tseoctior}s werg
the loudest and post race
huddles were the best.

|l 8m already
next yeard bring the

pain, the mud, and the
bells.

Cheers!
Richard Hu

y

Richard Hu climbing the steps at
Natz
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